Changes in ultrastructure and function of the sheep pigment epithelium and retina induced by sodium iodate. I. The ultrastructure of the normal pigment epithelium of the sheep.
The normal ultrastructure of the sheep pigment epithelial cells is described as a basis for the interpretation of toxic (sodium iodate) effects on these cells dealt with in two following papers. The morphological features of the different cell membranes and cell organelles, particularly the phagosomes and the lipid droplets, are discussed in relation to renewal of the photoreceptor outer segment, pigment epithelial and retinal metabolism, barrier mechanisms and electrical properties.